Texas Constitutional Origins and Principles Mechanics Rough Draft
For this mechanics rough draft, you will be responsible for submitting a rough draft of your paper with focus on the MECHANICS. This means, MLA format, use of in-text citations, structure of paper, and Works Cited page. The content part of your paper can be VERY rough still. The intent of this paper is to ensure you are well on your way to your final submission by having a well formatted paper and clearly organized linear thought progression. 
For this assignment you will:
1. Submit a rough draft of your paper in MLA format.
a. Header, Heading, Title, Paragraphs, and Works Cited page must be present.
2. An introduction, at least three body paragraphs framed (can be more), and a conclusion.
3. 2 parenthetical in-text citations in proper MLA format. 
4. At least 3 MLA formatted scholarly (peer-reviewed journal) sources in the Works Cited page.
5. At least 3 MLA formatted credible sources in the Works Cited page.

Please see the Sample of this assignment for guidance.

Full Paper Prompt:
Understanding the foundation of the state of Texas is important. It helps to put the 1876 Texas Constitution into perspective, explain the rationale as to why certain things were included (or omitted) from the 1876 Texas Constitution, and understand how it intended the government to function. 
For the first part of this paper, you will be providing a brief explanation of the origin and development of the 1876 Texas Constitution. This section of your paper should provide enough detail to clearly demonstrate your understanding of the founding of the formation of the Texas government from 1827 to 1876. You may consider adding in documents or events that helped inform the 1876 Texas Constitution about how to structure the government and what rights to include in the state’s Constitution. This is not meant to be an intricately detailed expose on the history of Texas; but, you do need to be sure that your information is accurate, in the proper chronological order, and your discussion follows a linear progression with well-placed support from scholarly and credible sources. 
For the second part of the paper you will demonstrate your understanding of two principles that are frequently conflated: separation of powers and checks and balances. These two principles are the foundation/cornerstone of how the state government is structured. While these two principles are closely intertwined, they are different principles. The separation of power allows for there be a system of checks and balances. There are three branches of government: the legislative, the executive, and the judicial. Each of the three branches have different roles and responsibilities to the people which creates the separation of powers part. The way that these three branches work with/against one another creates the checks and balances part. You will explain these two principles (separation of powers and checks and balances) and then provide a real-world example from Texas to demonstrate your understanding of each principle. Your real-world examples should be actual occurrences that happened within Texas during the past ten years. These examples can be from Texas court cases, credible news sources, and/or policy issues.
PROMPT
1. Explain the origin and development of the Texas Constitution.
2. Explain separation of powers and provide a Texas real-world example.
3. Explain checks and balances and provide a Texas real-world example (can be between any branches you choose). 
Credible Sites that may be HELPFUL
https://tarltonapps.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/texas1876
https://texaslegalguide.com/Texas_Constitution:Article_II,_Section_1
https://www.tshaonline.org/home
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/constitution-of-1876
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-legislature
https://lawweb.colorado.edu/profiles/pubpdfs/bruff/BruffTLR.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/topics/politics/
https://www.texasobserver.org/topics/politics/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/local/texas-politics/


This paper must:
· Be at least 1,200 original words minimum length (not including quotes, heading/title, Works Cited page)
· Be in 8th Edition MLA Format https://upresearch.lonestar.edu/mla 
· Have a strong introduction that tells the reader what the paper is about and why it’s important to pay attention to (good resource to see how this looks here https://libguides.astate.edu/c.php?g=14501&p=78098)
· Have a strong conclusion that ties the paper together (good resource to see how this looks here https://library.sacredheart.edu/c.php?g=29803&p=185935)
· Have at least 3 scholarly sources (great website to determine if your source is scholarly aka peer-reviewed https://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/howdoi/scholarly/ or https://upresearch.lonestar.edu/scholarlysource)
· Have at least 3 credible sources (great website to determine if your source is credible https://sites.umgc.edu/library/libhow/credibility.cfm)
· Contain a properly formatted MLA Works Cited page
· Contain properly formatted MLA parenthetical in-text citations, where appropriate
General Recommendations:
· Use good time management – I would try to research one resource per day and then write the corresponding paragraph the next day. Don’t wait until the day this paper is due to start your research and writing. You will not be able to create a well-researched and written paper if you wait until the last minute.
· Have someone proof-read your paper – if you do not have anyone who can proof-read your paper, then take advantage of Grammarly.com. While this is not a fail-safe website, it is better than having no one read your paper at all before you turn it in. 
· Use the resources for the Writing Center https://upresearch.lonestar.edu/academiccoaching/writing
· Avoid citation generators at all costs – I have never seen a well formatted Works Cited page that was created using citation generators. Please refer to the OWL at Purdue (https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html) to learn how to format your Works Cited properly. This is a skill that will help you all throughout your college career. 
· Reviewing your paper before you turn it in – make sure it is in MLA format; that means you have your text all the same size, font, and color in double spacing and you have selected to “remove space after paragraph”. Your heading includes your name, my name, course, and date. Your header is only your last name and the page number (this needs to be the same size, font, and color as the body of your paper). 
YouTube Videos on Formatting:
Double Spacing and Space After Paragraph: https://youtu.be/eLPXujqprGE
Works Cited Page: https://youtu.be/_wQCrBxp2sE
Insert Header: https://youtu.be/Ba_2RSL6RnA
YouTube Videos on Research Database Help:
How to access the Library Databases: https://youtu.be/Kl0CrHdDP6o 
How to perform a search: https://youtu.be/-ZunreGz69I 
Keeping track of research: https://youtu.be/kYBr_Mb8SWE 
Research and Formatting Help: 
Lone Star College-University Park Student Learning Resource Center Research Process Help: https://upresearch.lonestar.edu/research-process/
Lone Star College-University Park Student Learning Resource Center  MLA Format Guide: https://upresearch.lonestar.edu/mla 
OWL Purdue MLA Formatting Video Playlist: https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4917D9E21FA6EDFF 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Grading Rubric
	Category & Points Possible
	Exceeds Standard
	Meets Standard
	Nearly Meets Standard
	Does Not Meet Standard
	No Evidence

	MLA Formatting Mechanics 
10 points possible
	Header, Heading, Title, Paragraphs, and Works Cited page  present and in proper MLA format.
	Header, Heading, Title, Paragraphs, and Works Cited page  present and in mostly proper MLA format.
	One or more of the requirements is missing.
	Two or more of the requirements is missing.
	Limited observable effort in the area of mechanics.

	Introduction, 3 Paragraphs, Conclusion
13 points possible
	Topic is clearly stated, thesis is present and covers all areas of the prompt, 3+ body paragraphs present and well organized, conclusion present. 
	Topic is stated, thesis is present, 3 body paragraphs present, conclusion present.
	One or more of the requirements is missing.
	Two or more of the requirements is missing.
	No organization present, multiple requirements missing.

	2 MLA formatted In-text Citations
10 points possible
	2 parenthetical in-text citations in proper MLA format.
	1 parenthetical in-text citation in proper MLA format.
	2 parenthetical in-text citations present but not in MLA format.
	1 parenthetical in-text citation present but not in MLA format.
	No observable attempt at parenthetical in-text citations.

	MLA Formatting Sources
12 points possible
	6 or more appropriate sources documented in proper MLA format Works Cited.
	At least 5 appropriate sources documented in proper MLA format Works Cited.
	At least 4 appropriate sources documented in proper MLA format Works Cited.
	At least 3 appropriate sources documented in proper MLA format Works Cited.
	Fewer than 2 appropriate sources. No observable effort in MLA formatting sources.



